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COFFEE CLUB HELPING TO SAVE THE SWIMMING POOL 
 

What a night! A huge thanks to Tina and the Billinghay Thursday Coffee Club 
and all that helped at the Wine & Wisdom evening, the church for donating the 
hall, everyone that made food and Robert who was an awesome quiz master. 
Safe to say we didn’t reveal any mastermind contestants but everyone had a 
laugh and the coffee club raised an amazing £555 for the pool which is a huge 
amount. Thank you again to everyone involved and everyone that came  



PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Where: Methodist  Chapel  When:  1

st
 Monday of month 

Time:  7.00pm      (except Bank Holidays) 
 

See Parish Notice Boards for Committee Meetings 
 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
 

The Parish Office will be open on Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 
9.15am to 12.30pm.  
 

Contact details are shown on the front page of this Newsletter   
 

BILLINGHAY PARISH COUNCIL TEAM 
Chairman: Andy Catlett  Vice Chair: Steve Cottrell 
Parish Clerk: Helen Key 
Parish Councillors:   Roger Miller,  Wendy Liles,  Ann Vipond, Jane Ledger, 
Robert Greetham and Richard Sharratt 
District Council Members:   Sarah Anne Lawrence,  Adrian Whittle  
County Council Member:  David East 
Assistant Clerk & Newsletter Co-Ordinator:  Lou Hird  
Editor: Billinghay Parish Council 
 
Website:  https://billinghay.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk  

  
 Billinghay Parish Council 
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CHILDREN’S CENTRE & FIRE STATION DEFIBRILLATORS 
 
Please note that the defibrillators located at the Children’s Centre on Fen Road and the Fire 
Station, Mill Lane are maintained by the Billinghay Parish Council.  
If you notice any issues with either of the defibrillators, please contact the Parish Office.  
Access to the equipment is obtained by dialling 999 and you will then be given a code to open 
the case. 

 

A Thank You 
 
I would like to thank all the people who came to help me when I fell in the Co-op carpark on          
November 1

st
 and gave me support as we waited for an ambulance. I was very touched by 

the number of people who sent me Get Well cards and Christmas cards whilst I was away. 
 
I am now back home and recovering having spent several weeks away mainly in the       
Scarborough Ward at Skegness Hospital. I am very grateful to all people who work on the 
ward who gave me wonderful care and I made many friends in there. 
 
I hope to continue my recovery quickly and get back to rejoin all of the groups that I attend. 
 
Shirley Hagger 
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Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) involves restructuring councils to  
improve efficiency and service delivery. In Greater Lincolnshire, this may      
involve creating one or more unitary councils. 
 
Greater Lincolnshire refers to the combined area represented by Lincolnshire County 
Council, North Lincolnshire Council, North East Lincolnshire Council, Boston        
Borough Council, City of Lincoln Council, East Lindsey District Council, North      
Kesteven District Council, South Holland District Council, South Kesteven District 
Council, West Lindsey District Council. 
 
The government believes unitary councils can lead to better outcomes for residents, 
save significant money which can be reinvested in public services, and improve    
accountability with greater clarity over responsibilities. 
 
In February 2025 the government wrote to councils in all existing two-tier areas to 
formally invite them to develop proposals for local government reorganisation. 
 
Out of all of the 21 ‘Invitation Areas’ nationally, Greater Lincolnshire is the biggest 
and most rural which has led to differing views on how best to deliver LGR here. 
 
North and North East Lincolnshire Councils are part of the Yorkshire and Humber 
region and have different fire, police and health arrangements to the rest of           
Lincolnshire. 
 
Given the size and scale there is no single set of local priorities, challenges, and   
opportunities that have led to the development of a number of proposals. 
 
Each council shared their own ideas with the government, which were officially    
submitted in November 2025. 
 
The government launched its consultation on Local Government Reorganisation in 
Greater Lincolnshire, North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire on Thursday 5 
February 2026. The consultation invites views on all proposals submitted under the 
statutory invitation issued on 5 February 2025. 
 
A full assessment of the proposals will take place by the government alongside the 
consultation to ensure all relevant evidence is considered together.  
 
Full details of all four proposals can be found on the Greater Lincolnshire Local   
Government Reorganisation website at https://www.greaterlincolnshirelgrhub.org/
local-government-changes-greater-lincolnshire , as well as timelines and how to 
have your say. 
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BUSES IN BILLINGHAY 

The petition for regular daily scheduled buses to run through Billinghay to connect us 
with Lincoln and Boston was delivered to Lincolnshire County Council in December. 
 
In January I was contacted by the office of Andrea Jenkyns the Mayor of Greater   
Lincolnshire, thanking all the signatories for their input, adding that it was important 
that we make our voices heard. 
 
Also in January another petition for a similar request for proper bus services from a 
group of people near Horncastle was delivered to Lincolnshire County Council. 
 
The two petitions together have 1000 signatures! 
 
Following an e-mail from the leader of Lincolnshire County Council, Sean Matthews, a 
meeting with myself and their lead petitioner has now been arranged for February 
23

rd
 at County Offices. We are meeting Councillor David East who now holds the 

portfolio for Highways and Transport. He is County Councillor for Billinghay and  
Heckington, is regularly at our Parish Council meetings and has always been very 
supportive of our efforts. I believe the Head of Transport may also be attending the 
meeting, plus other County Councillors. I will certainly make our feelings very clear 
and will demand all those holding power to consider our transport challenges very 
carefully. 
 
However I'm pretty sure that no decisions will be made at that meeting. I believe that 
this may be a long campaign. 
 
Apart from that news, I've also had contact with Brylaine buses, which already runs 
the B5 route connecting Boston and Lincoln. They met the Mayor at an inaugural 
meeting of the Transport Group for Lincolnshire Combined Authority. They reported 
the Dame Jenkyns is resolved to sort out rural public transport.  
 
Before I wrote this I thought that nothing much had happened since my last            
update.......I was wrong!  
Things are definitely happening.  
Keep your fingers crossed for some positive outcomes from this important meeting on 
February 23rd. 
 
Jane Ledger - Parish Councillor 
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THIS IS A FREE SERVICE 
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Lee, Inga & The Team 
Look forward to welcoming you to the  

“The Ship Inn” 

Pub & Restaurant 

With a warm welcome and friendly atmosphere serving freshly cooked 

Homemade meals in our Restaurant 

Light lunches, Senior Citizen Lunchtime specials & 

Traditional Sunday Lunches or 

Enjoy a relaxing drink in the bar!! 

 

To Book Your Table Call 01526 268 118 

Or Via Facebook Messenger 

@theshipinnbillinghay 

 

Tues             Drinks Only   5-11 

Wed-Fri     12-3   5-11 

Food Served           12-2     5-8 

Sat                       3-11     

Food Served               5-8         

Sun            12-10:30   

Traditional Sunday Lunch  12-2 

 

We look forward to meeting you!! 
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For various reasons, the visit to Ballon St. Mars, France this year will be taking place 
in October. We have already started to investigate the differing means of transport 
which is the main expense.  
 
Hiring of a Coach for the Group is not seen as a viable option due to less            
Companies making continental trips and those that do having increased their    
charges substantially. 
 
Bearing these factors in mind, we have already started our fundraising activities. Our 
planned Wine & Wisdom evening will now be on the 2 May 2026 per the poster     
below. Please contact Tina if you wish to enter a team. 

BILLINGHAY &     
DISTRICT TWINNING 

ASSOCIATION 
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B.A.D.Ass.  
Billinghay Amateur Dramatics Association 

 
It’s The Stalk of the Town! 

 

Love was in the air this Valentine’s weekend, as Jack climbed the  
Beanstalk and rescued Princess Jill!  
 
The BADAss annual pantomime has a special place in our village diary 
of events, a weekend of family entertainment, performed by members 
from our local communities. This year the success continued with our 
performances of Jack & The Beanstalk (written by Nick Lawrence) with 
all three shows sold out. Thank you to our wonderful audiences who 
came to watch, cheer, clap, boo and laugh – Pat the Cow really had 
moooooves like Jagger! 
 
The cast and crew of BADAss began practicing and preparing for the 
pantomime in September. This year we welcomed several new cast 
members… they all performed confidently in their parts, delivered their 
lines right on cue and smiled their way through the songs. The cast 
thoroughly enjoyed the performances and are   already looking forward 
to the next one.  
 
Thank you to our supporters who donated prizes for the raffle, to The 
Ship for selling tickets & providing the venue for the ‘after party’, for 
those who were on the door, making tea, selling raffle tickets, setting up 
and clearing up. Finally, thank you to our families and friends for their 
continued support.  
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THE CLINICS ARE: 
 

12th MARCH 
30th APRIL 

8th MAY 
18th JUNE 
16th JULY 

13th AUGUST 
17th SEPTEMBER 

15th OCTOBER 
13th NOVEMBER 
10th DECEMBER 
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LOCAL POLICE NEWS 

SLEAFORD RURAL NORTH 
 

 

 

MONTH NUMBER % OF TOTAL 
      

Jan 25 48 8.1% 

Feb 25 43 7.2% 

Mar 25 43 7.2% 

Apr 25 45 7.6% 

May 25 58 9.7% 

Jun 25 32 5.4% 

Jul 25 63 10.6% 

Aug 25 53 8.9% 

Sep 25 51 8.6% 

Oct 25 55 9.2% 

Nov 25 53 8.9% 

Dec 25 52 8.7% 

CRIME LEVELS    12 MONTHS ENDING 31/05/2025 

Local Team: 

Rachel Blackwell - Inspector  Stuart Mumby-Croft - Sergeant 

Chris Green - Constable   

Most Commonly Reported Crimes - December 2025 

Anti-social behaviour        9    

Criminal Damage & Arson       4 

Burglary           4 

Violence and Sexual Offences    24 

Priorites: 
• Youth anti-social behaviour  31 October 2025 
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PETER CROSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
 

Interior 
 

Exterior 
 

Domestic 
 

Commercial 
 

Friendly Reliable Service 
over 25 years experience 

For a FREE quote ring 
 

 Tel:  01526 833913 
 Mob:  07855526035
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REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

The dates and start times for each such Group are given below: 
 
B.A.D.ASS    Thursdays   7.00pm Ship or Village Hall 
          Phone Kate 07799617674 for info 
Bingo     Monday   1.30pm The Whyche 
Bowls (Indoor)    Monday   2.00 to 4.00pm Village Hall 
British Legion     1st Wednesday  Ship Inn 7.30pm   
      every 2 months  Phone Stephen 
          07766186615 for info. 
Brownies       Wednesdays  5.30 to 7.00pm 
Girl Guides    Wednesday  6.45 to 8.30pm   
Keep Fit     Tuesdays   6.30 to 7.30pm   
Lighthouse Club (Secondary Alternate Fridays 7.45 to 9.00pm    
 School Children)  during term time     
Market & Car Boot Sale  Sunday   From 6.30am    
          Field  - Coach & Horses 
Methodist Lending Library 2nd Monday of   2.00 to 3.30pm     
        each month 
Night Owls Book Club  4thThursday   7.30pm  The Ship 
Rainbows    Tuesdays   5.30 to 6.30pm 
YPF Children’s Club  Friday during  6.00 to 7.00pm    
       term time   
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Tabbi Bannister 
F.M.A.A.T & A.T.T (Fellow) 

 

Local Accountant and 

Tax Specialist 
Account Preparation 

Limited Company  Advice 
Tax Returns 
VAT Returns 

Book Keeping  
Payroll Services 

 

No accountancy problem too big or 

too small. 

Call for a free quote and initial         

consultation. 
 

Tele. Number:   01526342834 

Mobile Number:  07876023357  

Email: tabbiaccounting@yahoo.com 

 

PICKS BUTCHERS  
89 MAIN STREET, DORRINGTON 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  OPENING TIMES 
 

OPEN    CLOSED 
 Monday to Friday  Saturday 
 8.00am to 4.00pm  Sunday 

Tel 01526 830831 

 

 DELIVERY SERVICE TO BILLINGHAY  
AREA ON FRIDAYS 

              

A Minimum Spend of £20 within a 10 mile        
radius of the shop with a delivery charge of £3.00 

 

We do ask for 24 hour notice please 
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ADVERTISE IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER 

 
 

Quarter   “One-off”  £15.00 
Page  Annual   £38.00 
 
Half Page “One-off”  £20.00 
   Annual   £65.00 
 
Full Page “One-off”  £25.00 
   Annual   £90.00 
 
Flyers Insert your own  £10.00 
  Inserted by us  £20.00 
 
 

PRICE ON APPLICATION FOR 
OTHER SIZES 
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Activities in Billinghay 
 

 
 
 

B.A.D.ASS    Thursdays at the Village Hall or Ship - please call 
(Billinghay Amateur  07799617674 for info. New members always welcome 
 Dramatics Association) 
Bethel Baptist Chapel  Sundays 10.30am & 6pm   Tuesdays 7pm  
  Pastor Richard Hilliard 07717392628 
Billinghay CEP School   Club 8 to 9am  Every School day in School Hall  
Billinghay Tuesday Club  1

st
 Tuesday of the month 7.30pm  Pam Lupton 860106 

Bowls Club (Indoor)  Indoor Bowls start September every Monday  
Bowls Club (Outdoor)  Roll up each Sunday Morning 10.00am  
  April - September 
British Legion  Secretary  Stephen Taylor Tel: 07766186615 
 
Brownies (2

nd
 Billinghay) Wednesdays 5.30 to 7.00pm  Dawn Tulley  834324 

Children’s Centre    Fen Road  
    8.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Thursday 
    9.00am to 12.00 Friday  869248 or 869271 
Community Rooms   Bookings   John & Tina Toulson  07483156297 
Daisy Chain    Pre-school Mon-Fri 9.00am to 3.00pm Billinghay CofE  

   School 07799 091281 
Darby & Joan     Tuesdays  (every 4 weeks) 2-5pm Shirley 860732 
Girl Guides    Wednesdays 6.45pm  
      Contact Nicki 07527 176757 
Lighthouse Youth Club   Fortnightly at 7.45 to 9.00pm (during term time)  
    Contact Richard on 07717392628 or email 
    richard@billinghaybaptistchapel.co.uk 
Methodist Church    Bookings Sally Robinson 860930 Caretaker 860682 
    Schoolroom available with kitchen facilities £20 for 3 hours 
Methodist Church    Sundays 10.30am  Val  860614,  
Night Owls Book Club  4th Thursday of month  7.30pm at the Ship Kylie Cozens 
Past Times    History Group  The Ship Inn  (as advertised) 
    Lou Hird  869086 
Rainbows (Girls 5 to 7)  Tuesdays (Term Time) 5.30pm to 6.30pm  
    Emma 07939 830742  billinghay.rainbows@gmail.com  
St Michael’s and All Angels 1st/3rd Sundays 9.30am Holy Communion  
Church    4th Sunday   11.00am  Holy Communion 
    5th Sunday      United Service - please see noticeboard near 

      Church gate to check place of worship. 
Tennis Club  Contact Tina or Mick on 860069 or brommell@hotmail.com  
Tuesday Club  First Tuesday every month 7.30pm Community Rooms 
Twinning Association  Chairman Tina Toulson 01526 860262  
Village Hall  Bookings  June Davies 861652  
Voluntary Car  Service  Office Hours  10.00am to 4.00pm  Monday  to Thursday and 10.00am to 

 1.00pm Friday  Tel 01507 609535 (also 24hr Emergency) 
YPF Children's Club     Every Friday at 6.00 to 7.30pm during term time 
    Contact Richard on 07717392628 or email 
    richard@billinghaybaptistchapel.co.uk 
      

Please check with the organisation to see if the activities have been     
cancelled and when they will re-commence 
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Terry with daughter Mandy 
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The Moggy Motel 
Boarding Cattery 

Luxury Cattery with spacious 
chalets 

Or online  www.billinghaydogpaddock.com 
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DARBY AND JOAN CLUB 
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 

Meetings: 
 

24 March 2026  2.00 - 5.00pm 
21 April 2026  2.00 - 5.00pm 
 
Outings: 
 

7 April 2026  Baytree Nurseries 
6 May 2026  We’ll Meet Again Museum. Freiston Shore 
2 June 2026  Stamford or Lincoln 
30 June 2026 Jug & Bottle Carvery and Sutton on Sea 
 
Anyone wishing to join Meetings or Outings, please contact Shirley on 
01526 860732 or  07903008308 (Mobile) 

 

BILLINGHAY TUESDAY CLUB 
 

Meetings are held in the Church Rooms, Billinghay - 7.30pm start 
 

3 March 2026  Rotary Club   Anne Mills 
 

7 April 2026   Corn Dollies   Angela Reilly 
 

5 May 2026   Bread & Cheese  Adam O’Meara 

JUMBLE SALE  
In aid of DARBY & JOAN CLUB outings 

 

11 APRIL 2026 
9.00am to 12.00 noon 

 

at the  
 

CHURCH COMMUNITY ROOMS 
 

GOOD JUMBLE, BRIC-A-BRAC, 
TOMBOLA, RAFFLE 

CAKE STALL 
 

Tea, Coffee & Biscuits etc. served all morning. 
 

ALL WELCOME 
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Established 1995 and now based in 
Billinghay 

 

Contact: 
Telephone : 08000075296 
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com 
 
Fully Insured 
 
 
 
 

Member of the National 
Association of Chimney 
Sweeps 
 
 

12 to 2.00pm 
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7th - 2nd 
30th 

28th - 22nd 

20th 17th 15th 12th 9th 9th 

 

High St Page’s Yard 

Premier Stores 

25 26 
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THE LATEST QUIZ 
 
 

Identify the holiday destinations below from the clues given: 
 
NO  CLUE                ANSWER 
1. Wise Bedfellow 
2. Wander Eternally 
3. 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64   
4. Males of the species in front of a whale 
5. You’ll need this when you change locks 
6. Zealot ran confused to this island 
7. I came across a bigamist on the way here 
8. BBBBBBBBBB 
9. A Cornish Lavatory 
10. Where Mr Hill slept 
 
Answers to last issue’s quiz 
 
1. 3 Blind Mice     2. 3 Steps to Heaven   
3. 6 Zeroes in a Million   4. 10 Years in a Decade   
5. 12 Signs of the Zodiac   6. 12 Inches in a Foot 
7. 12 Dozen in a Gross   8. 13 Baker’s Dozen    
9. 13 Cards in a Suit    10. 101 Dalmatians 
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CLAIRE MARKHAM 
F H MANNING FINANCIAL SERVICES  
THE STREET LAMP, 8-12 SOUTH STREET, 
HORNCASTLE, LINCOLNSHIRE,  
LN9 6DX 
 
01507527383 OR CLM@.FHMANNING.CO.UK 
 
AUTHORISED & REGULATED BY THE                            
FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY 

The Quiet Admin We All Put Off (and Why It Matters More Than We Think) 
 

Most of us have a mental list of small tasks we keep meaning to get around to. Not urgent 
enough for today, but always hovering somewhere in the background. Filing paperwork. Up-
dating contact details. Writing things down “just in case”. It’s the quiet admin of life — rarely 
discussed, often delayed, and surprisingly important. 
 
This kind of admin doesn’t feel rewarding. There’s no visible outcome, no sense of progress, 
and no immediate benefit. Yet when something unexpected happens — illness, a family 
emergency, a sudden change in circumstances — these small, boring tasks suddenly be-
come invaluable. 
 
For many people, this admin is not just about documents, but about clarity. Knowing where 
important information is kept. Having a list of key contacts. Making sure someone else could 
step in if needed. It’s less about control, and more about reducing stress for ourselves and 
the people around us. 
 
Personal finance quietly sits in this category too. Not in the sense of spreadsheets or complex 
decisions, but in simple awareness. Knowing roughly what comes in and what goes out. Un-
derstanding which bills are regular. Having a sense of where important financial documents 
are stored. These are not “money skills” — they are life skills. 
 
What’s interesting is how often people only address these things during moments of change. 
Moving house. Retirement. Bereavement. A health scare. The admin didn’t suddenly become 
important — it always was. It just finally demanded attention. 
 
In villages and close-knit communities, this matters even more. People often support one an-
other in practical ways: collecting prescriptions, feeding pets, checking in on neighbours. 
When life admin is organised, it’s easier for others to help (and you to help others) because 
you have the time. 
 
This isn’t about perfection or ticking every box. It’s about small steps. One drawer organised. 
One list written. One conversation had. The kind of quiet progress that doesn’t look impres-
sive, but makes life noticeably easier. 
 
Future-you, and the people around you, will almost certainly be grateful. And if you need help 
we have our ‘Just One Financial Thing’ e-Book full of tips.  Drop an email and I will send you 
a free copy. And if you know someone who would like a paper copy let me know.  
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We have begun our talks for 2026 with an interesting presentation 

by one of our members, Peter Martin, about Life in Kenya. This talk 

completed his experiences of that country following an earlier 

talk about his life there as a child growing up. 

We have a complete programme of talks lined up for 2026 as             

detailed in the last issue of the newsletter. There is one change 

from the list previously published. The September talk has had to be 

changed due to the unavailability of the original speaker. Retails 

are now: 

30/09/26 Tim Leffler -  The Great Northern Railway 

However, for those who are disappointed not to learn all about the 

Spanish flu epidemic, we would point out that the talk has been      

rescheduled for 2027. In addition, the speaker, Andrew Jackson is 

keen to have another “Gilbert Day” celebrating the life of one of 

Billinghay’s more famous residents. 

Hopefully you will be able to support some or all of these events. 

Although the Group is currently financially viable, the increasing 

cost of speakers makes it essential that we get as many people        

attending our meetings as possible. 

If you require any more information about our meetings, please   

contact the Secretary, Lou Hird, on 07756268762. 
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Billinghay Village Hall & Playing Field  
 

Thanks to everyone who came along to our tabletop sale on 24th January which raised 
£275 towards the upkeep of the village hall. Twenty different sellers put on displays       
including crafts, Greyhound Trust, sweets, bric-à-brac Dutch cakes and cheeses,         
jumble and more (see a selection in the pics below). Refreshments including teas, coffee 
and home-made cakes and pastries went down well, and thanks to stall holders who    
provided raffle prizes. 
 

We will be holding an Easter tabletop sale on Saturday 4th April. There will be a          
children’s competition as well as refreshments so please come along and support your  
village hall. 
 

If you would like to book a table, please contact Sue Robinson on 07848 910208. 
 

Billinghay Village Hall and playing field is a self-funded registered charity. The hall is     
independently operated, not managed by the local authority. We depend on your bookings 
and participation in events to help maintain both the hall and playing field for everyone in 
our community, so we encourage you to join us and show your support. These events are 
vital if we want the hall to continue to be available for us all. 
 

Finally. we would like to produce an updated history of Billinghay village hall and playing 
field including how it came into being, its changes over the years and the people who 
have been a part of its story including the football and cricket teams etc. If anyone has 
any photos, news cuttings, anecdotes or anything at all which might be of interest we 
would be grateful if we could borrow these to include in the story of the hall and playing 
field, an asset we sometimes take for granted but must keep going for the people of      
Billinghay and district.  
 

If you have anything of interest, please contact Bob Robinson on 07940715669 
 

Thankyou 
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