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A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE AND WORKS OF  

BERNARD GILBERT  
BILLINGHAY’S FAMOUS AUTHOR 

 

The Parish Council and Billinghay History Group in conjunction with 
Bishop Grosseteste University are in the process of setting up an event 
celebrating the life of Bernard Gilbert the famous author and war poet 
who came from Billinghay.  
 
Most people in the village will know of his book “John of the 
Fens”  based around the Civil War with specific reference to this area. 
His reputation as a war poet (1914/18) and his fictional ‘Old England’ 
series written in the 1920s are not so well known.  
 
Professor Andrew Jackson from the University is author of book about 
Bernard Gilbert’s life and he will be giving a presentation during the 
evening showing how the author used his knowledge of the local area 
and incorporated this information into his books. The book will be on 
sale at the evening talk.  
 
The day will include three walks as part of the North Kesteven Walking 
Festival (link to the Festival here https://www.hillholtwood.co.uk/nk-
walking-festival) taking in locations featured in Gilbert’s writing. Read-
ings from Gilbert’s poetry and writing will be read during the walks.  

https://www.hillholtwood.co.uk/nk-walking-festival
https://www.hillholtwood.co.uk/nk-walking-festival
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Current Plan of Events for the day. 
 
Currently plans are being formalised for a  full day of Events.  
Each of the events are “stand-alone” and people will be al-
lowed to attend all or select any of these that they wish to at-
tend.  
 
 At present, the provisional timetable for the day is as below 
but the final details will be given in the next Newsletter. 
 
9.30 am to 11.30 am – a walk round Walcott and Catley Abbey 
followed by coffee at Walcott church at 11.30 am 
 
2.00 pm – 3.30 pm a short walk from Tattershall Bridge, taking 
in a view of Tattershall Castle (for John of the Fens reference). 
 
5.00 pm to 6.30pm – a walk round Billinghay Village  
 
The intention of the walks will be to highlight the places that 
Bernard Gilbert used in his works although he may have 
changed their real names for literary purposes. 
 
6.30 pm – Arrival for talk – Light refreshments provided – 
Church Community Rooms – there will be an exhibition of 
books etc. relating to Bernard Gilbert. 
 
7.00pm Start of Talk  
Title of Talk: Searching for ‘Gilbert Country’: The Lincolnshire 
of Billinghay’s Bernard Samuel Gilbert, author, 1882-1927.  
Talk by Professor Andrew J H Jackson of Bishop    
Grosseteste University. 
 
8.15 pm Exercise to look at maps and places in Gilbert’s 
writing 
Andrew Jackson and Nicola Marshall (Event Organiser) will 
bring maps, books and other documents of interest.  
 
It is hoped that local residents will be able to identify some of 
the real names for the fictional ones used in the author’s 
books. 



PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Where: Methodist  Chapel  When:  1

st
 Monday of month 

Time:  7.00pm      (except Bank Holidays) 
 

See Parish Notice Boards for Committee Meetings 
 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
 

The Parish Office will be open on Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 
9.15am to 12.30pm.  
 
 

 Contact details are shown on the front page of this Newsletter   
 

BILLINGHAY PARISH COUNCIL TEAM 
Chairman: Andy Catlett  
Parish Clerk: Helen Key 
Parish Councillors:   Wendy Liles, Roger Miller,  Steve Cottrell, Ian Green, Ann 
Vipond and Robert Greetham  
District Council Members:   Sarah Anne Lawrence,  Adrian Whittle  
County Council Member:  Andrew Key, 

Assistant Clerk & Newsletter Co-Ordinator:  Lou Hird  
Editor: Billinghay Parish Council 
 

Website:  https://billinghay.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk  
 

  
 Billinghay Parish Council 

3. 

 

CHILDREN’S CENTRE & FIRE STATION DEFIBRILLATORS 
 
Please note that the defibrillators located at the Children’s Centre on Fen Road and the Fire 
Station, Mill Lane are maintained by the Billinghay Parish Council.  
If you notice any issues with either of the defibrillators, please contact the Parish Office.  
Access to the equipment is obtained by dialling 999 and you will then be given a code to open 
the case. 

DARBY & JOAN CLUB 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

9.00am to 12.00 noon 12th April 2025 
In the COMMUNITY ROOMS 

 
Bric a brac, Good Jumble, 

Tombola and Raffle, Cake Stall, 
Tea, Coffee and Biscuits 

 
ALL WELCOME 
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B.A.D.Ass.  
Billinghay Amateur Dramatics Association 

 

The BADAss annual pantomime has a special place in our village diary of 
events, a  weekend of family entertainment, performed by members from our 
local communities.  
 

This year the success continued with our performances of Robin Hood & The 
Babes in the Wood (written by Ben Crocker) with all three shows sold out. 
Thank you to everyone who came to watch, cheer, clap, boo and laugh – you 
are now all confirmed Outlaws!! 
  

The cast and crew of BADAss began practicing and preparing for the        
pantomime in    September. This year we welcomed and included more    
children in the cast and wow… they all performed confidently in their parts, 
delivered their lines right on cue and smiled their way through the songs. The 
cast thoroughly enjoyed the performances and are already looking forward to 
the next one.  
 

Thank you to our supporters who donated prizes for the raffle, to The Ship for 
selling   tickets, for those who were on the door, making tea, selling raffle 
tickets, setting up,   clearing up and to those who made the pompom rocks. 
Finally, thank you to our families and friends for their continued support.  
 
BADAss Summer Show is planned for June 2025 – follow us on Face-
book for more information: Billinghay Amateur Dramatics Association 
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BILLINGHAY MEDICAL PRACTICE 
 

Billinghay Medical Practice has begun hosting drop-in sessions for   
support groups and local charities in the main reception area.  ‘One You 
Lincolnshire’ is a programme consisting of help with stopping smoking, 
weight loss, exercise and drinking less.  
 
They will be attending every three months, with other organisations 
such as Age Concern (who said it was the best group they had           
attended recently) and other interactive groups will follow on three 
monthly. 
 
The practice is a Veteran Friendly practice, and as the local RBL branch 
has supported with some funding, we are able to hold a monthly Clinic, 
with 30-minute appointments. A Veteran Nurse Practitioner herself will 
be running them.  Dates are posted on Facebooks Billinghay Medical 
Practice page, on the practice website and in the surgery waiting 
room. All known veterans have been contacted. 
 
Billinghay is possibly the only practice in the UK to hold these clinics so 
far. 
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This is a great community effort that brings people together.  John and Tina, Sue, Joan, 
Marjorie, Rob, Dave and many others give up their time to make everyone welcome.   
 
The last coffee morning for 2024 proved to have a bit extra as Tina had organised a       
surprise. Stephen, one of our local musicians, performed a medley of Christmas songs and 
then led the audience in a round of carol singing and everyone joined in to raise the   
Christmas spirits and followed this with many favorite songs by Cliff, The Eagles and the 
like. 
 
Whilst he was playing and singing the audience took to the floor to dance the morning away 
- see below 
 
The Coffee Morning is a great way to meet and get to know people, especially if you are 
new to the community or if you are living alone and want to meet others in a safe             
environment.                                                                                                                            
 
All that is asked is for a small donation to help support the endeavour.   
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THIS IS A FREE SERVICE 
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 WE WILL CONTINUE TO PUBLISH THE STATISTICS IN FUTURE ISSUES OF  
 THE  NEWSLETTER 

 
ST MICHAEL AND ALL  ANGELS CHURCH 

 
are having a 

 

QUIZ 
 

on 
 

SATURDAY 10TH MAY 2025 
 

in 
 

THE COMMUNITY ROOMS 
 

START 7.30pm (Doors open at 7.00pm) 
 

MAXIMUM OF 6 PEOPLE PER TEAM 
 

For details and to enter, contact TINA on 01526 860262 
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Lee, Inga & The Team 
Look forward to welcoming you to the  

“The Ship Inn” 

Pub & Restaurant 

With a warm welcome and friendly atmosphere serving freshly cooked 

Homemade meals in our Restaurant 

Light lunches, Senior Citizen Lunchtime specials & 

Traditional Sunday Lunches or 

Enjoy a relaxing drink in the bar!! 

 

To Book Your Table Call 01526 268 118 

Or Via Facebook Messenger 

@theshipinnbillinghay 

 

Tues             Drinks Only   5-11 

Wed-Fri     12-3   5-11 

Food Served           12-2     5-8 

Sat                       3-11     

Food Served               5-8         

Sun            12-10:30   

Traditional Sunday Lunch  12-2 

 

We look forward to meeting you!! 
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BILLINGHAY FOOTPATHS 
 

As residents know several inspections/surveys have been made of the state of the     
village footpaths in the last few years. 
 
We are delighted to advise you that the Surface Treatments Team from Lincolnshire 
County Council (LCC) have announced the paths designated for Footpath Micro-
Surfacing in 2025 to 2026. 
  
Actual programme dates have yet to be confirmed but, as this type of work is seasonal, 
it will take place between April and September. Actual dates will be confirmed nearer 
the time and residents affected by the work will be advised in advance. 
 
In preparation for the micro surfacing, patching work will be undertaken to remove any 
structural defects in advance of the resurfacing and so some initial activity is likely be-
tween March and May time. 
 
LCC have also pointed out that micro surfacing can seem aggressive when first laid and 
can initially encourage weeds during the germination process. They will be conducting 
regular inspections with pre and post weed sprays so please bear this in mind before 
making any complaints. 
 
The Parish Council are delighted that the work is finally going to be done and hope that 
the work will alleviate current complaints about the state of the footpaths. Please bear in 
mind that there will be some disruption which will be unavoidable. 
 
The undernoted paths have been identified for the works: 
 

• FIELD ROAD 
• MEADOW WAY 
• MILL LANE 
• BRUNSWICK SQUARE 
• THE WHYCHE 
• LAFFORD DRIVE 

 
In addition we have been advised of the following improvements that are being imple-
mented in the next year (2025/26): 
 

• FEN ROAD  Footway reconstruction 
• LAFFORD DRIVE Carriageway Micro Asphalt 
• HIGH STREET  Carriageway Surface Dressing 

 
 
 
The Parish Council are already aware of difficulties faced by the users of Mobility  
Scooters and Wheelchairs when trying to negotiate the footpaths of the village 
safely. We would ask that any resident, experiencing such difficulties, advise the 
Parish Council to ensure that the matter can be investigated. 
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BUS TIMETABLES AND SERVICES - Lincolnshire Transport Group 
  

There are frequent changes which impact on bus services and timetables. You can find 
all the information regarding these at https://lincsbus.info/lincs-bus-updates/ 
  
Also available is the Lincolnshire Transport Helpline where you can speak to an           
advisor for help on transport options. They are available Monday - Friday 9.00am to 
6.00pm and Saturdays 9.30am to 4.00pm on 0345 456 4474 
  
Callconnect Services are also available see leaflet below: 
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Billinghay History Group 

Since our last issue, we will have had a talk by Peter Martin 

about the part of his life spent as a Lighthouse Keeper. 

 

Our programme of events for next year is now complete and de-

tails are set out below: 

 

26 FEB 2025 Peter Martin  Life as a Lighthouse Keeper 

26 March 2025 Mick Skipworth  Billinghay Steam Mill 

30 April 2025 Chris Hewis   A Pictorial Tour of Bygone  

         Lincoln 

28 May 2025  Ian Marshman  Folklore in the Horncastle 

         & Woodhall Spa area   

         (includes Billinghay) 

 

25 June 2025 Andrew Jackson Searching for Gilbert       

         County - The Lincolnshire of  

         Billinghay’s Bernard Samuel 

         Gilbert, author, 1882 - 1927 

 

    There will be a special project about one of   

    Billinghay’s most notable residents in the past,  

    Bernard Gilbert. Most of you will have heard of  

    some of his works such as John of the Fens but  

    his achievements went much wider. There will b a  

    presentation by the author of a biography on the  

    subject, Andrew Jackson.  Fuller details will  

    be publicised when the exact programme    

    is known. 

 

30 July 2025  Bob Garlant The History & Mystery of  

         Place Names 

27 August 2025  Simon Pawley The Carre Family of    

         Sleaford 

17 September 2025 Mark Bamford The History of the Bass 

         Maltings, Sleaford 

29 October 2025 Jean Howard The life of the Lincolnshire 

         Suffragette. 

19 November 2025 Tom Lane,  Lincolnshire Innovators and    

     Nigel & Teri  Explorers (with musical  

         accompaniment)  

December 2025  No presentations this month 
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LOCAL POLICE NEWS 

SLEAFORD RURAL NORTH 
 

 

 

MONTH NUMBER % OF TOTAL 

      

Dec-23 41 7.60% 

Jan-24 35 6.50% 

Feb-24 44 8.10% 

Mar-24 41 7.60% 

Apr-24 37 6.80% 

May-24 45 8.30% 

Jun-24 31 5.90% 

July 24 46 8.50% 

Aug 24 48 8.90% 

Sep 24 55 10.60% 

Oct 24 55 10.20% 

Nov 24 61 11.30% 

CRIME LEVELS    12 MONTHS ENDING 30/11/2024 

Local Team: 

Rachel Blackwell - Inspector  Stuart Mumby-Croft - Sergeant 

Chris Green - Constable   

 

Most Commonly Reported Crimes - November 2024 

 

Anti-social behaviour      11    

Vehicle crime        6 

Criminal Damage & Arson     6 

Violence and Sexual Offences    26 
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PRIORITIES AND ACTION TAKEN 
 
 
 

Priority: 
Summertime Anti-social behaviour – policing the hotspots across the area 
where we typically see a surge in nuisance behaviour and disorder. 
 
Action Taken: 
Since the start of September, we have been able to have more officers 
spending time in areas which are negatively affected by the behaviour of 
others. So far this has been very well received, with lots of positive        
endorsements from residents, shoppers and retailers who are regularly 
telling us how nice it is to “see a bobby out on the beat”. Our extra patrols 
will continue through the winter months. 
 
Priority: 
Community Drug Supply – Disrupting the supply of Class A Drugs in 
Sleaford, minimising the violence linked to drug supply, Reducing the    
demand for Class A drugs by offering support for addiction.  
 
Action Taken: 
During the first week in October, local officers were part of a large-scale 
operation to tackle suspected County Lines drug operations. Over the 
course of two days in the Sleaford area, eight people were arrested, three 
warrants were carried out, three children were safeguarded, and       
weapons, cash and drugs were seized. 
 

Neighbourhood Policing officers were supported by British Transport     
Police’s (BTP) County Lines Taskforce, and the Metropolitan Police’s Op 
Orochi County Lines task force. 
 

In the same week, a county lines drug trafficker who ran a drugs line that 
supplied cocaine and heroin into Sleaford was convicted at Lincoln Crown 
Court. Kieran Staff, 40 of no fixed address, was sentenced to three years 
in prison after an investigation led by Lincolnshire Police and supported by 
the Metropolitan Police’s Op Orochi county lines task force. 
 
Latest Priority (No update on Action Taken available) 
Youth ASB across Sleaford’s rural villages – During the darker autumn 
months we will ensure our patrols focus on low-level nuisance, disorder 
and damage that can be linked to local young people. Working with      
parents, schools and partners to begin with early warning visits about    
responsibility and looking at available diversionary activities. 



 

CT   
 Therapies 

 
 

Therapeutic & Holistic Massage for 

 

Stress, Tension, & Relaxation 
Sports Injury, Deep Tissue  

 

Reflexology 
Hopi Ear Candles 

 

Reiki Treatments & Training 
Relaxation & Meditation 

 

Waxing Specialist 
 

Experience Counts 
 
 

Contact Wendy  

Reiki Master-Teacher, UKRFTM, CMT, CIBTAC, ISA, CNHC 
 
 

07759 119135 
 

REIKI   
The Subliminal way to relax 

 

Please call for details 
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PETER CROSS 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
 

Interior 
 

Exterior 
 

Domestic 
 

Commercial 
 

Friendly Reliable Service 
over 25 years experience 

For a FREE quote ring 
 

 Tel:  01526 833913 
 Mob:  07855526035
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REGULAR MEETINGS 
 

The dates and start times for each such Group are given below: 
 
B.A.D.ASS    Thursdays   7.00pm Ship or Village Hall 
          Phone Kate 07799617674 for info 
Bingo     Monday   1.30pm The Whyche 
Bowls (Indoor)    Monday   2.00 to 4.00pm Village Hall 
British Legion     1st Wednesday  Ship Inn 7.30pm   
      every 2 months  Phone Stephen 
          07766186615 for info. 
Brownies       Wednesdays  5.30 to 7.00pm 
Girl Guides    Wednesday  6.45 to 8.30pm   
Keep Fit     Tuesdays   6.30 to 7.30pm   
Lighthouse Club (Secondary Alternate Fridays 7.45 to 9.00pm    
 School Children)  during term time     
Market & Car Boot Sale  Sunday   From 6.30am    
          Field  - Coach & Horses 
Methodist Lending Library 2nd Monday of   2.00 to 3.30pm     
        each month 
Night Owls Book Club  3rd Thursday   7.30pm  
Rainbows    Tuesdays   5.30 to 6.30pm 
YPF Children’s Club  Friday during  6.00 to 7.00pm    
       term time   
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Tabbi Bannister 
F.M.A.A.T & A.T.T (Fellow) 

 

Local Accountant and 

Tax Specialist 
Account Preparation 

Limited Company  Advice 
Tax Returns 
VAT Returns 

Book Keeping  
Payroll Services 

 

No accountancy problem too big or 

too small. 

Call for a free quote and initial         

consultation. 
 

Tele. Number:   01526342834 

Mobile Number:  07876023357  

Email: tabbiaccounting@yahoo.com 

 

PICKS BUTCHERS  
89 MAIN STREET, DORRINGTON 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  OPENING TIMES 
 

OPEN    CLOSED 
 Monday to Friday  Saturday 
 8.00am to 4.00pm  Sunday 

Tel 01526 830831 

 

 DELIVERY SERVICE TO BILLINGHAY  
AREA ON FRIDAYS 

              

A Minimum Spend of £20 within a 10 mile        
radius of the shop with a delivery charge of £3.00 

 

We do ask for 24 hour notice please 
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Fast Friendly  
Service 

 

Tele: 01526 860069 
Mobile: 07721347634 

or 
 

Email: 
  

brommell@hotmail.com 
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Activities in Billinghay 
 

 
 
 

B.A.D.ASS    Thursdays at the Village Hall or Ship - please call 
(Billinghay Amateur  07799617674 for info. New members always welcome 
 Dramatics Association) 
Bethel Baptist Chapel  Sundays 10.30am & 6pm   Tuesdays 7pm  
  Pastor Richard Hilliard 07717392628 
Billinghay CEP School   Club 8 to 9am  Every School day in School Hall  
Billinghay Tuesday Club  1

st
 Tuesday of the month 7.30pm  Pam Lupton 860106 

Bowls Club     Indoor Bowls start September every Monday  
British Legion  Secretary  Stephen Taylor Tel: 07766186615 
 
Brownies (2

nd
 Billinghay) Wednesdays 5.30 to 7.00pm  Dawn Tulley  834324 

Children’s Centre    Fen Road 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday  869248 or 869271 
Community Rooms   Bookings   John & Tina Toulson  07483156297 
Daisy Chain    Pre-school Mon-Fri 9.00am to 3.00pm Billinghay CofE  

   School 07799 091281 
Darby & Joan     Tuesdays  (every 4 weeks) 2-5pm Shirley 860732 
Girl Guides    Wednesdays 6.45pm  
      Contact Emma 07557354981 
Lighthouse Youth Club   Fortnightly at 7.45 to 9.00pm (during term time)  
    Contact Richard on 07717392628 or email 
    richard@billinghaybaptistchapel.co.uk 
Line Dancing    Thursdays 6.00pm to 8.00pm Walcott Village Hall 
Methodist Church    Bookings Sally Robinson 860930 Caretaker 860682 
    Schoolroom available with kitchen facilities £20 for 3 hours 
Methodist Church    Sundays 10.30am  Val  860614,  
Night Owls Book Club  3rd Thursday of month  7.30pm at the Ship Kylie Cozens 
Past Times    History Group  The Ship Inn  (as advertised) 
    Lou Hird  869086 
Rainbows (Girls 5 to 7)  Tuesdays (Term Time) 5.30pm to 6.30pm  
    Emma 07939 830742  billinghay.rainbows@gmail.com  
St Michael’s and All Angels 1st/3rd Sundays 9.30am Holy Communion  
Church    4th Sunday   11.00am  Holy Communion 
    5th Sunday      United Service - please see noticeboard near 

      Church gate to check place of worship. 
Tennis Club  Contact Tina or Mick on 860069 or brommell@hotmail.com  
Tuesday Club  First Tuesday every month 7.30pm Community Rooms 
Twinning Association  Chairman Tina Toulson 01526 860262  
Village Hall  Bookings  June Davies 861652  
Voluntary Car  Service  Office Hours  10.00am to 4.00pm  Monday  to Thursday and 10.00am to 

 1.00pm Friday  Tel 01507 609535 (also 24hr Emergency) 
YPF Children's Club     Every Friday at 6.00 to 7.30pm during term time 
    Contact Richard on 07717392628 or email 
    richard@billinghaybaptistchapel.co.uk 
      

Please check with the organisation to see if the activities have been     
cancelled and when they will re-commence 
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The Moggy Motel 
Boarding Cattery 

Luxury Cattery with spacious 
chalets 

Or online  www.billinghaydogpaddock.com 



34 

DARBY AND JOAN CLUB 
 

Forthcoming meetings : 
 
4 March 2025 2.00pm to 5.00pm  Community Rooms  Meeting 
 
1 April 2025  2.00pm to 5.00pm  Community Rooms  Meeting 
 
29 April 2025  2.00pm to 5.00pm  Community Rooms  Meeting 
 
Outings: 
 
15 April 2025  Baytree and Springfields 
 
Anyone wishing to join Meetings or Outings, please contact Shirley on 
01526 860732 or  07903008308 (Mobile) 

 

BILLINGHAY TUESDAY CLUB 
 

Meetings are held in the Church Rooms, Billinghay - 7.30pm start 
 
Forthcoming Meetings: 
 
4 March 2025 Spring in the Garden   Dave Newman 
 
1 April 2025  Easter Trees     Rose Evans 
 
6 May 2025  Bomber Command   Kenneth Moore 
 

BILLINGHAY METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Coffee Mornings  
 
11 March 2025 10.00 to 11.30am Raising funds for Epilepsy Action. 
    There will be the usual stalls and personnel from the   
    Wellbeing hub have been invited 
 
13 May 2025  15 July 2025  7 October 2025 
 
Book & Jigsaw Library  -  Second Monday each month 
        2.00 to 3.30pm 
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BYGONES 
 

We make no apology for repeating our old photo of a Parish Council 
Meeting. We have had several residents identifying the people in the    
picture and have inserted the names we have been given. Are they       
correct and do you know any of the remainder?. 

The names we have been given are as below: 
 
1. John Dowse 
2. ? 
3. Stuart Ravell 
4. Bill Cullen 
5. Ted Marshall 
6. Stuart Wilson 
7. Frank Markham 
8. Barry Wilson 
9. Juneta Wilson 
10. Dr. Kerr 
11. Bob Couling 
12. ? 
 
We look forward to you advising the full details in due course. 

1, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7.. 
8. 

9. 

10. 
11, 

12. 
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BILLINGHAY &     
DISTRICT TWINNING 

ASSOCIATION 

As mentioned in the last issue, the visit of our French colleagues has been arranged 
to coincide with school holidays in both countries, it has been decided that the visit 
will be between Saturday, 25 October and Wednesday, 29 October. 
 
Fund raising has already started and our popular Christmas Hamper raffle draw 
raised £480 for the Association funds. 
 
On 22 March 2025  we will be holding a Wine and Wisdom Evening in the Church 
Community Rooms. Due to the size limitations of the  venue, the number of teams is 
restricted so, if you wish to enter, please let Tina Toulson know as soon as possible. 
 
Have you have ever thought that Twinning would be something you would like 
to do, now is the time to join. Come along to one of our meetings and talk to 
our members to find out exactly how everything works—you would be under no 
obligation to join. 
 
The picture below shows the Chair of the Billinghay Twinning, Tina Toulson,          
presenting a cheque for £250 to Billinghay Practice Manager, Rachel Eaton, for their 
Practice Fund. 
 
The money was raised at the recent Countdown Event held in the Church Community 
Rooms. 
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7th - 2nd 
30th 

28th - 22nd 

20th 17th 
15th Not yet 

known 
Not yet 
known 

Not yet 
known 

 

High St Page’s Yard 

Walcott Rd Barry’s 

25 26 

13 
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THE LATEST QUIZ 
 

 
For this issue’s quiz, the answers are all TV Shows! 
 
NO  QUESTION                ANSWER 
1. Highest Cog. 
2. Ancient Act on the Street 
3. A battle of a place   
4. TV’s Fat People 
5. Distribute the cards or not 
6. Next Door either side 
7. Staying In 
8. Wonderful View 
9. Horticulturist’s Planet 
10. Final drink of the Season 
 
Answers to last issue’s quiz 
 
1. Watchdog     2. Eggheads   
3. The Weakest Link    4. Desperate Housewives   
5. Relocation Relocation   6. A Touch of Frost 
7. Ready, Steady, Cook   8. Cash in the Attic 
9. QI       10. Family Fortunes        

 
 

CHAT & CRAFT 
IN THE 

METHODIST SCHOOLROOM 
IS NOW ON 

 THE  4th MONDAY OF 
 THE MONTH 

 

Come along with your craft 
(e.g. Knitting, Sewing, Colouring etc.) 

Or just call in for a cuppa. 
 

For more information, contact Val on 01526 860614 
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Just One Financial Thing – Part 3 
 

In today’s fast-paced world, managing personal finances can feel overwhelming. 
With so much advice out there, it’s easy to get lost in complex strategies and forget 
that sometimes, small changes can make a big difference.  
 
With my love of food and good health and inspired by the podcast ‘Just One Thing’ 
from the late Michael Mosley and the practical wisdom of Tim Spectator, I’ve put  
together a series of 25 simple, actionable steps that anyone can take to improve 
their financial health.  
 
Whether you’re just starting on your financial journey or looking to fine-tune your  
existing habits, these tips are designed to help you build a more secure and       
prosperous future — Just One Financial Thing at a time. 
 

In Part 2 of the series you were getting yourself organised. Armed with that            
information you can now start to make use of it for Part 8. And we are going to start 
with an easy one - check your regular subscriptions. 
 
All banking apps allow you to see what direct debits and standing orders you pay. 
But when was the last time you checked them. Perhaps you have got a Netflix    
subscription you no longer use, an online (or paper) magazine that you never read 
or a gym membership you set up in January with the best of intentions. Or perhaps 
like me you set up an Amazon Subscribe & Save (which can be very useful) and 
now have a collection of shampoo bars, because it lasts longer than you thought! 
 
Be honest with yourself, are you making use of it and is it good value for money? If 
the answer in no, cancel it. 
 

Part 9 is going to get you thinking a little more long term. By now you have already 
checked your State Pension, but this is unlikely to be enough to live on when you 
stop work, and indeed it might not be in payment when you want to stop work,      
particularly for those 40 or below. 

So you are going to need to work out how much is going to be enough. I often get 
asked by clients, 'Who much will I need?' and my honest response is that I cannot 
answer that. It will be very much dependent on your lifestyle and goals.  
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CLAIRE MARKHAM 
F H MANNING FINANCIAL SERVICES  
THE STREET LAMP, 8-12 SOUTH STREET, 
HORNCASTLE, LINCOLNSHIRE, LN9 6DX 
01507527383 
WWW.FHMANNING.CO.UK 
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The Retirement Living Standards (www.retirementlivingstandards.org.uk) research 
has created 3 tiers of retirement based on various types of expenditure; Minimum, 
Moderate and Comfortable. You can use these as a starting point for working out 
how much income you will need. You will use this later on in this series. 
 

Finally for this edition you are going to be thinking about your nearest and dearest 
again, and this time, who and how they will benefit when you are no longer here.  
 
You will know by now that this series was inspired by the late Michael Mosley, who 
died suddenly whilst on holiday. He always came across as a well organised man 
who put family first. So I am sure he left his affairs in order. 
 
Follow in his footsteps, as none of us know what the future holds. Take the time to 
write a Will. We know from experience with our clients that knowing what the wishes 
of the recently deceased were can be comforting at a time of distress. And whilst 
none of us expect it, disputes can happen when that person is no longer here,    
particularly if things aren't clear. 
 
Our video boxsets may help, and the advice of a great solicitor is really important.  
 
If you would like free access to our video library, please drop me an email at 
clm@fhmanning.co.uk.  No charge, no obligation, we just want to support as many 
people as possible on their journey to financial success, and this is one way we can 
help you. 
 
See you in 2 months’ time for the next set of tips to help you secure your financial 
future, Just One Financial thing at a time.  

https://www.retirementlivingstandards.org.uk/
mailto:clm@fhmanning.co.uk


44 

NEXT ISSUE May/June 2025– DEADLINE DATE – 10 April 2025 


